Hyperalgesia produced by intrathecal opioid antagonists depends on receptor selectivity and noxious stimulus.
Opioid antagonists selective for delta-, kappa- and mu-receptor subtypes were administered intrathecally in rats prior to determination of response thresholds to noxious heat, pressure and chemical visceral stimulation. All antagonists induced hyperalgesia differentially with two or more stimuli but delta- and mu-blockade failed to alter writhing activity. Thus, the extent of involvement of an opioid receptor subtype in antinociception depends on the type of noxious stimulation.